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DETAILED ACTION 



Receipt is acknowledged of the Preliminary Amendment filed February 28, 2005. 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 23 is objected to because of the following informalities: Substitute the term 
"direction" with the term -- detection -- (see line 7). Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-13 and 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Sasano et al (US 6,198,837) (hereinafter Sasano). 

Re claims 1-6: Sasano teaches a method for identifying a digitized X-ray film 
including at least one label, the method includes the steps of: 
obtaining a digital image of the label; 

digitally associating the digitized image of the label with the digitized X-ray film; 
displaying the digital image of the label thereby allowing a user to identify the 
digitized x-ray film; 

selecting the label to display the associated digitized X-ray film; 
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digitally enhancing the image of the label prior to displaying the image of the 
label, wherein the step of digitally enhancing includes removing textured background 
and increasing contrast between background and alpha-numeric characters in the 
image of the label (see col. 12, lines 6+); and 

digitally associating the label with a corresponding image analysis result of the 
digitized X-ray film; wherein the image analysis is a Computer Aided Detection analysis. 
(See col. 10, line 21 to col. 11, line 39; col. 14, line 37 to col. 15, line 19) 

Re claim 7: Sasano teaches wherein the image of the label is displayed 
simultaneously with the digitized X-ray film. 

Re claim 8: Sasano teaches wherein the image of the label is displayed 
simultaneously with the image analysis result. 

Re claim 9: Sasano teaches wherein the image of the label is displayed 
simultaneously with the image analysis result and the digitized X-ray film. 

Re claims 1 0 and 1 1 : Sasano teaches wherein the step of obtaining a digital 
image of the label comprises: (i) automatically determining position of the label on the 
film; and (ii) digitally extracting the image of the label (col. 15, line 35 to col. 16, line 48). 

Re claim 12: Sasano teaches wherein the step of determining position is 
performed using a method selected from edge detection and texture segmentation (col. 
15, line 35 to col. 16, line 48). 

Re claim 13: Sasano teaches wherein the step of determining is performed by a 
user (col. 15, line 35 to col. 16, line 48). 
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Re claim 23: Sasano teaches a method for assigning a label detection 
application to a digital image the method comprising steps of: selecting a label 
acquisition model from a plurality of acquisition models based on at least one attribute 
of the digital label; and selecting a label detection application from a plurality of 
label detection applications using the selected acquisition model. (See col. 10, line 21 to 
col. 11, line 39; col. 14, line 37 to col. 15, line 19) 

Re claims 24 and 25: Sasano teaches wherein the label is a sub-label; and 
wherein the sub-label includes a name of the patient (col. 14, lines 23-35). 

Re claims 26: Sasano teaches wherein the digitized x-ray film is displayed 
simultaneously with the label, wherein the label and digitized x-ray film are visually 
associated (col. 14, line 37 to col. 15, line 19). 

Re claims 27-30: Sasano teaches a system for identifying and retrieving digitized 
x-ray films having a label, the system includes: 

an x-ray film digitizer for generating a digital image of each x-ray film; 

means for determining a position of the label on the digital image of the x-ray 

film; 

means for digitally extracting an image of the label from the digital image of the x- 
ray film; 

means for digitally associating the image of the label with the digitized image of 
the x-ray film; 

means for displaying the label; 
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digitally associating the label with image analysis results of a corresponding 
digitized image of the x-ray film, wherein the image analysis is CAD analysis; and 

means for analyzing the images of a plurality of labels. (See col. 10, line 21 to col. 
11, line 39; col. 14, line 37 to col. 15, line 19) 

Re claim 31 : Sasano teaches means for displaying images of one or more labels, 
means for permitting a user to select one of the displayed labels, means for retrieving a 
digitized image of an x-ray film associated with the selected label and means for 
displaying the retrieved digitized images of the x-ray films for examination by the user. 
(See col. 10, line 21 to col. 11, line 39; col. 14, line 37 to col. 15, line 19) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 14-22 are allowable over the prior art of record. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Re claim 14-19: The prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fail to 
teach or fairly suggest, in conjunction with other limitations in the claims, the step of 
displaying a plurality of labels each associated with a digitized x-ray film; and selecting a 
label from the plurality of labels to retrieve the digitized x-ray film. 

Re claim 20-22: The prior art of record, taken alone or in combination, fail to 
teach or fairly suggest, in conjunction with other limitations in the claims, the step of 
analyzing images of a plurality of labels associated with respective digitized x-ray films; 
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identifying labels within the plurality of labels having a desired degree of correlation 
sufficient to indicate that the identified labels belong to the same case and/or patient; 
and digitally grouping digitized x-ray films corresponding to the identified labels. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Diano et al (US 6,556,698) discloses a method and system for 
associating exposed radiographic films with proper patient information. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to APRIL A. TAYLOR whose telephone number is 

(571 )272-2403. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 
9:00AM - 5:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steven S. Paik can be reached on (571) 272-2404. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



AAT 

March 31 , 2008 



/Thien M. Lei 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2887 



